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SHOW GREEN POLICE VIDEO 

 

Whether we realize it or not, we are all constantly under a greater 
power’s authority! 

Thankfully it’s not the green police! 

If I were to hazard a guess , I’d say most of us don’t like authority. 

I don’t like authority!  

For a number of reasons 

It can be limiti ng ,  

or unfair ,  

or restrictive ,  

or manipulative ,  

or intimidating ,  

or imposing !  

But unfortunately  

To be a human, is to be subject to spiritual authority. 

Often we think we are  the authority!  

Or we hope  we are  

or act  like we are!  

live  like we are,  

convince  others that we are!  

Which is the problem !  

Because we’re not. 
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The trouble is we set ourselves up   

to be the only authority  in our lives!  

But even when we do that, 

We are still answerable to a greater authority! 

Two battleships assigned to the training squadron had been at sea on 
maneuvers in heavy weather for several days. Frank Koch was 
serving on the lead battleship and was on watch on the bridge as 
night fell. The visibility was poor with patchy fog, so the captain 
remained on the bridge keeping an eye on all activities. 

Shortly after dark, the lookout on the wing reported, "Light, bearing on 
the starboard bow."   

"Is it steady or moving astern?" the captain called out.   

The lookout replied, "Steady, Captain," which meant they were on a 
dangerous collision course with that ship.   

The captain then called to the signalman, "Signal that ship: 'We are 
on a collision course, advise you change course twenty degrees.'" 

Back came the signal, "Advisable for you to change course twenty 
degrees."   

The captain said, "Send: "I'm a captain, change course twenty 
degrees.'"   

"I'm a seaman second-class," came the reply. "You had better 
change course twenty degrees."   

By that time the captain was furious. He spat out, "Send: 'I'm a 
battleship. Change course twenty degrees.'"   

Back came the flashing light, "I'm a lighthouse."  Guess who changed 
course. 
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See we can argue , and reason , and push back  and deny  and carry 
on!  

But at the end of the day you and I will answer to a higher  
authority ! 

The question for now is!  

Who’s authority are you going to submit too? 

And there are two options !  

Two entities who have a greater spiritual influence  than we do! 

Which is why we are subject  to them!  

 

So is the authority  that you are going to submit  to!   

God,  

or is that authority to be what weÕre about to hear the Apostle Paul 
name as the ‘ruler of the kingdom of the air’? 

   A character you and I would call Satan ,  

or the Devil ,  

or ultimate the personification  of evil. 

 

This series  we’re in is called Veto . 

Veto is the latin word for “I forbid it ” 

So basically we have the power to forbid  certain influences in our 
lives. 

In this case tonight it’s God or Satan!  
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And here’s the scary part !  

We need to Veto Satan ,  

because if we donÕt,  

we Veto God . 

 

And what we veto determines who we give authority to. 

This is what is at the heart of PaulÕs thinking  when he wrote to the 
Ephesians!  

 
Ephesians 2:1-10 
 1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in 
which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and 
of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in 
those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one 
time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its 
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of 
wrath.  
 
It’s a fairly bleak picture isn’t it? 
 
The language used is language all about authority. 
 
The word kingdom  

is a different word for the word authority . 
And Paul uses the term to name the authority under  which we 
exist!  
 
 
Which is backed up by the phrase for ‘ways of this worldÕ  
Which isnÕt a reference  to the sin  in the world  
but a reference  to the systems  and powers  of this world,  

of which we can be subject to,  
which create  and harness  sin. 
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Things like greed,  
lust,  

corruption,  
hate,  

oppression,  
fear,  

consumption!  
Systems that humans  prefer to be in control of  rather than subject 
too! 
 
And it is these powers , authorities , systems ,  

- ways of this world,  
that breed  in us a sense of gratifying  the cravings of our sinful 
nature. 
 
 
And so it becomes clear  that being human,  

is about whose authority  we submit too, 
Not whether there is an authority. 

 
So as Paul explains all of this!  

he names the opposition  to God’s authority!  
Paul calls him the ruler of the kingdom of air. 

Satan. 
 
And with a description like that,  

it’s almost like you can’t really see or recognize what he’s up to, 
hey? 

-pretty accurate I’d say! 
 
When Paul puts it like this , 

If we’re honest  with ourselves 
that the ruler of the kingdom of the air,  

is easy to submit  to!  
 
Because he is seeking to feed the fact  that we think and want to be 
a law unto ourselves !  

We want to be the authority not surrender  to it. 
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Brother chased around the house by Dad. 
You didn’t disobey dad!  
Well we did and we did it creatively. 

¥ Tennis racquet - stone - and a glass green house. 
¥ Soccer ball - lounge room - plate collection 
¥ Dogs head - paper bag - elastic band 
¥ Big garage toy – just the right amount of agrevation – stairs – 

patio window 
We were creatively getting in trouble  all the time!  
 
But this one time Adam did something and Dad blew a gasget 
Always the best when you were the on-looker . 
Hence the competition  to get the other set up! 
This particular time Adam had done something bad. 

ÒDad is gonna kill you! Ó 
 
And Dad comes storming out!  
And Adam sees Dad but instead of doing what you should always 
do!  

Submit to the authority!  
Adam decided to revolt ! 

And he ran. 
And all of a sudden we were all in this new para-universe. 
You just didnÕt do that. 

“You’re insane you’re really gonna die now!” 
 
And then Dad did something I never thought he’d ever do!  
He took chase . 
They ran around and around the house. 
I didn’t know who I should be cheering ! 
Felt like getting popcorn   

and a comfy chair ,  
settling in for the afternoon . 

Needless to say that Dad had the final word  and action that day!  
 
Because he was the ultimate authority  in our young lives!  
 
But it highlights  how easy and desirable  it is to revolt  and rebel  
against authority. 
Especially when there is someone cheering  us on! 
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And there is someone who cheers us on!  
This unseen,  

unsuspecting character who lurks in the dark recesses of our 
lives and helps us to see things we may have missed. 

Helps us to entertain that negative  thought for too long. 
Helps us to know that it’s better to take revenge . 
Helps us to only look after ourselves instead of  others . 
And so on and so on!  
 
What we don’t realize is this!  
When we think we are the ultimate authority  in our lives!  

When we are not following  God, 
We are actually submitting  to Satan’s authority. 

There’s no in between ground 
 
And the consequence  is that frightening phrase!  

we were by nature objects of wrath.  
 
 
Basically if we are surrendering to the authority of anyone but God. 

We are placing ourselves  fair smack bang in 
the center of GodÕs oncoming wrath.  

 
Not only are we subjecting ourselves ,  

under SatanÕs authority  to wrathful things now!  
We are submitting to and passively following a leader who is going to 
take us straight to hell! 
 
 
What’s cool is that God gives us some warning  about that! 
 
 
So let me capture all of these thoughts and bring them together!  
 
The human condition  is one that exists  under authority. 
 
Either under GodÕs authority , or the authority of Satan . 
 
And the world  in which we exist , allows us to choose whose 
authority  we sit under!  
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But Satan is encouraging  us to become part of the systems , 
powers  and influencers , which are constantly seeking to feed  the 
rebellion  in us! 
 

And if we submit to that authority ,  
we place ourselves in the path of God’s wrath !  

Because we become like sin !  
 
It’s serious stuff! 
And it’s all because of that one Greek word Sarx !  

Which we know as 
Sinful nature!  
 

3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings 
of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. 
 
That word Sarx 

communicates a sense of God being shoved out of the 
picture . 

An absence of the presence of God. 
 
I don’t know about you, 
But I think it’s a more a helpful way to understand sinful nature !  
 
 
Meaning if the sinful nature in us takes hold,  

God is squeezed out  of the picture. 
 
Which means the authority we choose to submit to will determine how 
big the picture of God is in our lives. 
 
The authority we choose to submit to will determine how big the 
picture of God is in our lives. 
 
 
So whose authority will it be? 
 
Well we’re all hear because we’ve either already said,  

“I want the ultimate authority  in my life to be God.” 
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Or  
“I’m sussing  it out, because there is something in this!”  

 
 
So the next question is: 
How do you know which authority you are submitting to?  
 
When Christian Herter was governor of Massachusetts, he was 
running hard for a second term in office. One day, after a busy 
morning chasing votes (and no lunch) he arrived at a church 
barbecue. It was late afternoon and Herter was famished. As Herter 
moved down the serving line, he held out his plate to the woman 
serving chicken. She put a piece on his plate and turned to the next 
person in line. 

"Excuse me," Governor Herter said, "do you mind if I have another 
piece of chicken?"   
 
"Sorry," the woman told him. "I'm supposed to give one piece of 
chicken to each person."   
 
"But I'm starved," the governor said.   
 
"Sorry," the woman said again. "Only one to a customer."   
 
Governor Herter was a modest and unassuming man, but he decided 
that this time he would throw a little weight around.  "Do you know 
who I am?" he said. "I am the governor of this state."   
 
"Do you know who I am?" the woman said. "I'm the lady in charge of 
the chicken. Move along, mister." 
 
Well in Paul’s letter we’re about to meet  the person in charge  of the 
chicken!  

The one with the ultimate authority !  
 
And watch how Paul helps us discover how we know whose authority 
we are under.. 
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4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 
made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.  
 
Grace is the key! 
 
If your life is flavoured with GodÕs grace , then that is a pretty good 
indicator  of whose authority you submit to! 
 

And God’s grace is what we accept  when we are dead in our 
transgressions,  

So that through grace  we find that we are saved  from 
where  our transgressions  against God lead us. 

 
Now if you are saved by grace !  
 
That means you are subjected  to and defined by G odÕs authority !  
 
You are defined by forgiveness, 
By mercy 
By love 
By kindness 
By Joy 
By Peace 
By Patience 
By Goodness 
By Faithfulness 
By Gentleness 
By Self control. 
 

That’s a fairly confronting  list isn’t it!  
Now if you’re not  defined  by all of these things!   

it doesnÕt mean that you’re not a devoted  follower of Christ!  
 
What it does mean is that there is an area of authority in your life that 
God does not have! 
 
If you’re not defined  by all these things, it means there are areas of 
your life that God does not have authority in! 
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So for you, sitting here this tonight, what are those things, that are not 
surrendered to God’s authority? 
 
I think if we’re honest with ourselves  and with God ,  

We’d realize that there is always something ,  
or a number  of things!  

 
What area do you need to claim God’s authority on? 
 
Is it with forgiv eness ? Is there someone you need to forgive and let 
go of, but haven’t because you’ve decided to take charge of that 
situation? 
 
Is it control ? You so desperately want to have control of that 
situation or relationship, or transition and you’re holding on and 
forcing stuff, because you haven’t let go and let God take charge? 
 
Is there a sin  that you know you need to confess and repent of. You 
know you need to relinquish, you know itÕs wrath is eating you up , 
but you’re ashamed of it, or tied up by it. All because God is not 
reigning in that area of your life. 
 
Is there an opportunity  that keeps coming up that you can’t be 
bothered taking because it might mean some hard work , it might 
mean getting messy , it might mean stepping out of your comfort 
zone! but it’s because the authority isn’t with God on it!  
 
Is it vulnerability ? That to be open to be raw, to be vulnerable is just 
too much! because you’ve been hurt before , but ultimately you’re 
just gripping onto it but you know it’s because you haven’t yet fully 
given it over to God’s trust. 
 
Is there someone who keeps popping  up in your life who you try 
and avoid or dismiss because they’re difficult, but actually you’ve 
decided not to let God have authority in that situation. 
 
Are you tied up in knots worrying  about that person , that sickness , 
that situation  that you just feel totally out of control? But in fact it’s 
because you’ve given authority to the prince of worry, in stead of the 
king of peace! 
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And it’s not that you made a conscious decision  to hold back the 
authority you give God! 
 

Maybe you did!  
 
But often it’s because we gradually unknowingly withdraw  our 
submission. 

We wit hdra w the authority  that we’ve given God,  
or not realized  he needs that authority  in that area. 

 
but it happens because we live in the world,  
where the ruler of the kingdom of the air has free reign. 

 
Saturday morning I was doing the vacuuming, and when I do the 
vacuuming I put my ipod on and listen to Greenday! 
Now I knew the day would come when my love of Greenday would 
reveal a deep spiritual insight!  
It has taken 17 years, but we’re finally there!  
Now the song comes on which is called “Know Your Enemy” 
And in that song is this amazing line!  
Òwe revolt against the honour to obey!Ó  
 
Does that not say it all!  
 

It is an honour  for us to obey  God!  
And a privilege that our obedience  would mean something to him. 

But we revolt against  it. 
We don’t look at the huge benefit  for us, 

Instead we often Veto GodÕs authority !  
 
 
But who we place our authority in determines so much about our 
lives! 
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It’s true for us,  
just as it was true for the people living in the city that Paul wrote 
to!  

 
The city of Ephesus which is home to the Church Paul writes to , is 
one of the largest cities  in the world at that time. 
They were hugely Pagan , 
 Meaning people followed thousands of different beliefs !  
  They had no sense of one God who ruled ever ything. 
They were not  strongly governed by a moral code . 
And because of that things like the prostitution ,  

and slavery   
and extortion   

and fraud  were out of control. 
 

Ephesus was a dark city , 
And there were systems  and authorities  set up to feed 
the rebellion  in us!  

 
 
So as Paul writes  to the Church there, 
 
To an audience  he knows will have a problem  with this idea of 
authority!  

Many of them donÕt like the idea  of anything else having 
authority  over them. 

Many of them wanted to do  what they liked when they liked!  
And most of the in the church at the time, were Gentiles . 

 
That means they were people who hadnÕt grown 
up  understanding that grace is a response to law . 
 

They had grown up understanding  that they were the 
ultimate authority  of their life! 

 
not much has changed hey! 

In fact!  
Paul may have well as written this letter to us!  

Because we too  have an issue with authority !  
 



	
  

14	
  

What we donÕt understand  is that we think in turning to God  we 
miss out  on something!  

Rather than gaining everything !  
 

But we become recipients of the authority  of God,  
which offers us peace  and hope  and life  and love  and joy  and the 
riches  of God’s kingdom!.  
 
 
And that is the bulls-eye that Paul aims at in this passage!  
What’s interesting is these 10 verses in the greek are one long 
sentence. 
There’s no full stops or paragraph breaks in the original greek of this 
passage!  
And that leads us to think that as Paul writes this he’s firing up for a 
grand conclusion!  
 
He’s lining up the bulls-eye of where all his thinking about authority 
and who we submit to is heading!  
 
Check it out!  
 
7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable 
riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one 
can boast. 10 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 
The passage of Ephesians 2:1-10 charges toward this end 
exclamation point!  

We are God’s workmanship! 
 
That’s why this stuff is so important . 
That’s why God wants us to be under his authority  and know one 
else!  
 
Because he knows  us. 
He made  us. 
He loves  us. 
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He has given everything  for and to us 
And he knows whatÕs best  for us. 
 
 
The ceiling of the Sistine Chapel  is one of the greatest artistic 
triumphs in history. From 1508 to 1512 , the artist Michelangelo lay on 
his back and painted the Fall and the Flood. 

But Michelangelo's magnificent art started to fade almost 
immediately. Within a century of completing his work, no one 
remembered what his original frescoes had really looked like. Painter 
Biagio Biagetti described it in 1936: "We see the colors of the 
Sistine ceiling as if through smoked glass. " 

In 1981 a scaffold was erected to clean the frescoes that adorn the 
chapel. With a special solution, Fabrizio Mancinelli  and Gianluigi 
Colalucci  gently washed a small corner of the painting. 

They invited art experts to examine the work. The result was 
stunning . No one had imagined that beneath centuries of grime lay 
such vibrant colors . This was not the Michelangelo known by art 
critics. That artist was the master of form, his paintings resembling 
sculpture more than painting. This "new" artist was also the master of 
colorazure, green, rose, and lavender of amazing nuance. 

Their success prompted the restoration  of the entire ceiling. The 
task was completed on December 31, 1989 . It had taken twice as 
long to clean the ceiling as the artist had needed to paint it. But the 
result was breathtaking. For the first time in nearly 500 years , people 
viewed this masterpiece the way it was intended , in all of its color 
and beauty. 
 
I love that!  

Because the br illiance is revealed  as a new creation,  
once it has been restored !  

And the restoration is all about wiping away  the pollution  and 
grime  and filth !  
 
Mancinelli and Colalucci used chemicals!  
Jesus Christ used a cross! 
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To scrape away all the grime and sin and hurt and pain and 
darkness, 
So that he could consume  us. 

So that he could become the entire picture  of our lives. 

So that he could assume his rightful place  of authority over us. 

 
Because he made us!  

God created us as thing of beauty  
We are each brilliant pieces of workmanship !  

 

but the sinful nature  in all of us,  

pushes God  out of the picture,  

alters the authority  we want to submit too,  

and leaves us lost , hurting  and broken !  

The grime builds up! 
 

But God’s response is of Grace!  
It was grace that lead Jesus  to the cross, 

 It was grace that held him to the cross , 
It was grace that held back the powers  of heaven who wanted 
to rescue him. 
It was grace that made a way for us to come back  to God’s 
authority 
 

An authority,  
that is the authority that revives  us 
and sets us free  
and cleans  us 
and brings us joy  
and forgives  us 
and provides us with purpose . 
 

So we can be restored  again!  
Back to the brilliance that God made us in. 

 
So whose authority will you place yourself under? 
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PRAY 
 
An act of surrender to another’s authority, has always been to kneel. 
And as we play this next song, we’re not going to sing any of the 
words, but I want to invite you to if you feel like this act of surrender is 
what you need to do. 
 
If you’re struggling with things that you want to draw under God’s 
authority, and have God’s help with. 
 
Then I’d invite you to kneel in this time before God. 
 
And kneel as long as you like, and then we’ll sing the words to the 
song, which is inside out. 
 


