Choose your own story...

Kid...

Reading, chose certain path...

Read it again...

Choose the same path through the book.

| always wondered what was down the other paths, but when | got
there, | didn’t want to miss out on the adventure that looked the
most exciting!

Tonight this is how I’'m going to preach.
I’m going to chat about something that you choose,
Then you get to,
by vote,
choose the next direction, and away we’ll go.

So let’s pray...

We’'re in the middle of looking at how Moses lead the Israelites
from captivity to freedom,
From oppression to liberty.

And last week we finished with them walking through the red sea,
and we read...

Exodus 14:29 But the Israelites went through the sea on dry
ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 30 That
day the LORD saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and
Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore. 31 And when the
Israelites saw the great power the LORD displayed against the
Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and put their trust in him
and in Moses his servant.

Which brings us to our first choice...
Do you want the sermon to go on?
Or do you want to endure a second offering?

(click on the one | say to click on)



EXCELLENT...

Ok so the Israelites are in the dessert,
It's barren, there are over a million people,
it's hot and dry,
but they are free...
And as is typical to the human condition,
when it's not all comfortable,
we start to.... whinge?

And they started to whinge and God heard their complaining and
responded...

Now do you want us to look at how God responded by:

(click on the one | say to click on)



Exodus 16:1 The whole Israelite community set out from Elim and
came to the Desert of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the
fifteenth day of the second month after they had come out of
Egypt. 2 In the desert the whole community grumbled against
Moses and Aaron. 3 The Israelites said to them, “If only we had
died by the LORD’s hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of
meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out
into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death.”

Can you believe how quickly they forgot what had just
happened.

It was only a month before,

and now they are whinging and complaining.

Now if you are | were God...
We’d be like: to hell with this...
Go back to Egypt, see how that works out for you.

But God chooses to look past the grumbling...

4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from
heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and gather
enough for that day. In this way | will test them and see whether
they will follow my instructions. 5 On the sixth day they are to
prepare what they bring in, and that is to be twice as much as they
gather on the other days.”

| love it...
God uses this opportunity to extend grace,
as a mechanism for seeing if the people trust him.
To see if they are willing to be obedient.

| think that’s the same premise God extends to us today...

He doesn’t need me to speak to you tonight.
It's my privilege,
it's something that God has given to me,
and | need to treat it as such.

But it's the same for each of us...
* Whether you’re leading a small group,
* Leading a mission intitiative
* Serving on the door




* Speaking to someone on God’s behalf
* Orleading at Youthstreet or at Kidzife
* Orteaching RE.

* Singing or playing on the platform...

That is a privilege that God offers to you.
He doesn’t need you to do it...
He’s God!
God’s kingdom will still grow at the rate God wants it to grow,
whether I'm dead or alive...
In or out of serving him...
But he offers me the opportunity to partner with him.

Just like he offers to the Israelites the opportunity to be fed,
to be looked after,
and then to listen
and follow his instruction...

And if they can’t, God will not reward their obedience!
And that is key...
God will reward your obedience by providing more opportunity.
But he doesn’t have to!
He wants to,
but he wants to teach us that obedience to him,
is the fastest way to experience and know him.
To taste of his love and presence,
To know of his wisdom and knowledge,

And obedience spans into every area of your life...
Including that area that’'s constantly changing...
You know the one...
It's where this week you claim to have this set of values,
and then stuff goes down,
and you proclaim a different set of values.

| won'’t sleep with my girlfriend or boyfriend...
One night it gets to intense one thing leads to another.
And your value base changes...
It's actually ok to do that, God is cool with it!



Or | really value my friends and am loyal to them.
But then a couple of friends upset you,
and you dog them out,
and bag them out,
and stab them in the back,
And then you go back to them with no repentance,
as if nothing went down at all.

Or honesty is a value that is essentially important...

But there is no way I'm answering that question honestly,
and if | say that it exposes the inconsistentcies in my life,
So no way, but it’s ok, it’s no big deal...

And these things, whilst being totally inconsistent, are not under
any circumstances acts of obedience.
In fact they are surrendering yourself to the patterns of this
world.
The very patterns that God calls us to not conform too!
And if you keep doing it..
God will limit your influence.
He will limit the trust others place in you.
He will stifle the opportunities you will have.
And spiritually you will, like the Israelites,
when they didn’t do as God said,
begin to starve!

Exodus 16:27 Nevertheless, some of the people went out on the
seventh day to gather it, but they found none. 28 Then the LORD
said to Moses, “How long will you[c] refuse to keep my commands
and my instructions?

And in case you were wondering...

Ex 16:31 The people of Israel called the bread manna.[d] It was
white like coriander seed and tasted like wafers made with honey.

And the people of Israel called the quail, quail, for it was... say it
with me... quail

The focus isn’t God’s provision...
It's our obedience to God’s provision...



So is your life one of obedience?

You see this was preparation for the Israelites to understand
God’s law and dwelling...
That God was to provide a law that was to support,
inform and strengthen their obedience...
And he was to give the Israelites the honour and the glory,
of choosing to dwell amongst them.

So which would you like to hear about



(click on the one | say to click on)

Ex 17:1 The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of
Sin, traveling from place to place as the LORD commanded. They
camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to
drink. 2 So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to
drink.”

Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put
the LORD to the test?”

Can you see yourself in that picture?

| see myself...

It's so hot,

So thirsty,

Hate feeling hot and thirsty.

And there is a lot of sand.

A lot of hot sand.

And | can’t see any water...
Yep, | reckon I'd be whinging or wanting to whinge anyway...

So Moses goes to God with their miserable complaints...
With my miserable complaints,
And watch what God does...

Ex 17:5 The LORD answered Moses, “Walk on ahead of the
people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your
hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 | will stand
there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water
will come out of it for the people to drink.”

Now it is essential we see what’s going on here...
This isn’t about Moses performing a great miracle!
This is about Yahweh, being a great God.

The water from the rock is the vehicle that God uses to provide...
And although Moses hits the rock with his staff, the focus isn’t

on Moses...
The focus is that because Moses was obedient God could and did

provide!




God uses this opportunity to extend grace,
In spite of the Israelites lack of faith.
Grace is still given and offered,
when faith is lacking!
But it does require Moses to be obedient.
Not to be brilliant, or skillful or gifted,
just to be obedient.

| think that’s the same premise God extends to us today...

He doesn’t need me to speak to you tonight.
It's my privilege,
it's something that God has given to me,
and | need to treat it as such.

But it's the same for each of us...
* Whether you’re leading a small group,
* Leading a mission intitiative
* Serving on the door
* Speaking to someone on God’s behalf
* Orleading at Youthstreet or at Kidzife
* Orteaching RE.
* Singing or playing on the platform...

That is a privilege that God offers to you.
He doesn’t need you to do it...
He’s God!
God’s kingdom will still grow at the rate God wants it to grow,
whether I'm dead or alive...
In or out of serving him...
But he offers me the opportunity to partner with him.

Just like he offers to the Israelites the opportunity to be fed,
to be looked after,
and then to listen
and follow his instruction...

And if they can’t, God will not reward their obedience!
And that is key...
God will reward your obedience by providing more opportunity.
But he doesn’t have to!
He wants to,




but he wants to teach us that obedience to him,

is the fastest way to experience and know him.
To taste of his love and presence,
To know of his wisdom and knowledge,

And obedience spans into every area of your life...
Including that area that’'s constantly changing...
You know the one...
It's where this week you claim to have this set of values,
and then stuff goes down,
and you proclaim a different set of values.

| won'’t sleep with my girlfriend or boyfriend...
One night it gets to intense one thing leads to another.
And your value base changes...
It's actually ok to do that, God is cool with it!

Or | really value my friends and am loyal to them.
But then a couple of friends upset you,
and you dog them out,
and bag them out,
and stab them in the back,
And then you go back to them with no repentance,
as if nothing went down at all.

Or honesty is a value that is essentially important...

But there is no way I'm answering that question honestly,
and if | say that it exposes the inconsistentcies in my life,
So no way, but it’s ok, it's no big deal...

And these things,
whilst being totally inconsistent,
are not under any circumstances acts of obedience.
In fact they are surrendering yourself to the patterns of this
world.
The very patterns that God calls us to not conform too!
And if you keep doing it..




God will limit your influence.

He will stifle the opportunities you will have.

And this behavior is the fastest way to break down trust with
people who know you...

So Moses strikes the rock, and water runs from it, and we read...

Exodus 17:6 So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7
And he called the place Massah[a] and Meribah[b] because the
Israelites quarreled and because they tested the LORD saying, “Is
the LORD among us or not?”

Notice the name he calls it..

He wants the memory of this place not to be a reminder of God’s
provision,

but to be a reminder of their unfaithfulness in spite of God’s
provision.

Because God is trying to teach his people obedience...
He is trying to coax them toward faithfulness...

Which becomes even more pronounced with the giving of the ten
commandments,

And the instruction and creation of the Tabernacle which was to
be god’s dweeling place amongst the people:

So which would you like to hear about:

(click on the one | say to click on)
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Foo fighters Rider is hilarious...

It's an activity book, that has word finds, mazes, clues and
pictures... which the promoter has to do in order to discover what
the Foo fighters need.

52 pages, which is riddled with jokes and ridiculous asks, just to
see if they will be met.

The deal with a rider is that it is absolutely imperative that it be
fulfilled before the band will play.

So a band assumes a sense of royalty expecting all of these
very particular needs be met.

This in a sense is what the Ten Commandments are...
They are God’s rider...

But where as foo fighters really have no right at all to demand such
things...

God almighty,
creator of the known and unknown universe actually does!

God’s rider is...
fulfill these ten things | command and we can play together
in harmony.
If you don't, it gets mucked up.

So in Exodus 20

1 God spoke all these words:

2 “| am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of
the land of slavery.

3 “You shall have no other gods before[a] me.

4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 7
“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the
LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.

8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long
in the land the LORD your God is giving you.

11



12

13 “You shall not murder.

14 “You shall not commit adultery.

15 “You shall not steal.

16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet
your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

There is so much we can say about the ten commandments,
and could easily take weeks on each one.
We’ve got about 6 minutes!

So | want to debunk a myth with that 6 minutes,
The myth is that the ten commandments were given to provide a
standard by which we will be told off against.

And if you’re not sure about the validity of that,
Thing for a moment about your friends who aren’t Christians...
And one of the likely reasons they don’t want to be a Christian if
they know anything about it, is because they don’t want to live by
a set of rules.

Well this is where that thinking comes from.

The ten commandments are the self-disclosure of God.
A proclamation of who God is and how God is to be ‘practiced’ as
a community of liberated slaves.

Remember a few weeks ago when | spoke about the fact that as
God revealed his name Yahweh,

that was an act of trust and intimacy and vulnerability that he
shared with his people.

That’s how this dialogue starts...
Again God reveals his true nature...
Hoping to catch his people up in himself.
Hoping to win their hearts and allegiance and obedience and
faithfulness.

The ten commandments weren’t a ‘do this or else...’

They were an invitation to practice Godliness.
They were an invitation to become intimate with God.




Q
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Ex 20:18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and
heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled
with fear. They stayed at a distance 19 and said to Moses, “Speak
to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us
or we will die.”

20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to
test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from
sinning.”

You see as God revealed an image of himself,
the people were terrified...

And rightly so,
because God, who created the sun...

is going to be utterly terrifying...

Which is why Moses says ‘do not be afraid’...
There is no reason to be afraid,
as God is disclosing himself to you...

God is showing you who he really is,
God is acting in a way that is to promote relationship and
intimacy and connection.

It's like what Jesus says..
John 14:15 “If you love me, you will obey what | command.”

An invitation to be obedient to God is an invitation to love God!

This is what God gives the Israelites in the desert,
An invitation to love.

This is what Jesus gives to us,
An invitation to love.

How are you treating that invitation?
That’s a powerful question isn't it...

You see for the Israelites,
just as for us,
there were times when they disobeyed,
when they dropped the ball,
when they chose not to trust God,
When they denied the invitation to love...




which one would you like to hear about?

Oh crap... | haven’t done any work on that one, | was hoping you'd
choose the other...

(click on the one | say to click on)
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Foo fighters Rider is hilarious...

It's an activity book, that has word finds, mazes, clues and
pictures... which the promoter has to do in order to discover what
the Foo fighters need.

52 pages, which is riddled with jokes and ridiculous asks, to see if
they will be met.

The deal with a rider is that it is absolutely imperative that it be
fulfilled before the band will play.

So a band assumes a sense of royalty expecting all of these
very particular needs be met.

This in a sense is what the Ten Commandments are...
They are God’s rider...

But where as foo fighters really have no right at all to demand such
things...

God almighty,
creator of the known and unknown universe actually does!

God’s rider is...
build my house exactly like this...
If you don't,
me living with you,
isn’t going to happen.

It's a little like what Lyndal says to me concerning the vacuuming
or the grass getting cut...
Except even more intense!

Yeah, that’s right!

Exodus 26:1 “Make the tabernacle with ten curtains of finely
twisted linen and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, with cherubim
worked into them by a skilled craftsman. 2 All the curtains are to
be the same size—twenty-eight cubits long and four cubits
wide.[a] 3 Join five of the curtains together, and do the same with
the other five.
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4 Make loops of blue material along the edge of the end curtain in
one set, and do the same with the end curtain in the other set. 5
Make fifty loops on one curtain and fifty loops on the end curtain of
the other set, with the loops opposite each other. 6 Then make fifty
gold clasps and use them to fasten the curtains together so that
the tabernacle is a unit.

And what follows this apetiser are another 179 verses
describing exactly how the Tabernacle and everything in it was to
be made and what it was to look like!

CRAZY right!

So how do we make sense of this?
Well let me tell you what a Tabernacle actually is...

The Tabernacle was the portable dwelling place for the divine
presence.
It was understood to literally be God’s house...
The place in which God dwelt.

The Tabernacle describes an inner shrine (hamed Holy of Holies)
housing the Ark,

There was also the outer chamber (Holy Place),
with a golden lampstand,

table for showbread,

and altar of incense.

So we have pages upon pages of Scripture that speak to the
intricate detail of every aspect of the design of this dwelling place.
Why is that?

Well for a dwelling place to be fit for the Lord of Lord’s and the
king of kings,
It had to be perfect!
It had to be superb and magnificent in every way.
And so the instruction is meticulous and painstakingly
accurate...

16



Because it was understood that every aspect of the tabernacle,
if God was to dwell there,
needed to glorify God,
as per God’s instruction.

The Tabernacle is a symbol of God’s presence.
It is the representation of his nature...

The other day | scored major points.
We'd had a gathering at our place on the weekend, and things had
been crazy busy,
So there was some mess left over, that just needed a vacuuming
and a sweep and fix up...

| was writing this sermon and needed a break, so | decided

to whip around and fix it all up...

Huge points!

Here’s what was going through my head...
“I know how Lyndal wants this place to look,
| know what she likes where,
| know the bits she’ll look to first.
...She does take a lot of pride in what the house looks like doesn’t
she.
Why is that?
| guess when people come around and they look at our place,
Lyndal wants to portray to people what we are really like...”

And then I'm thinking...
so the housework was good sermon prep too...
but that's not a weekly ritual I'm willing to develop!

God wanted the Tabernacle, his dwelling place to show the world
what he was like.

What's interesting is how Paul reflects on this idea:

1 Cor 6: 19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are

not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God
with your body.

He was speaking to a Church that were doing an excellent job at
conforming to the world...
And so what Paul was saying,

17



Drawing on the Jews past of what the Tabernacle, the temple,
the dwelling place of God meant to them...
He says...

The way you live your life is the same.
The things you do and don’t do,

The way you practice and display your sexuality,

The way you handle and approach alcohol,

The understanding and desire you have to gamble,

The way you spend your down time,

The stuff you search for on the internet,

The manner you think about and hence engage with the

Scriptures...

All of these things and so many more need to be aligned with
the idea behind the Tabernacles instruction.
You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price.
Therefore honor God with your body.

If you acknowledge Jesus as your Lord and savior,
Then your life is not your life anymore!
It belongs to God, so use it in way that honours God...

Because when you don’t honour God...
When you let your sights drift from God
When God gets lessoned so he is in competition with other
idols...
Bad stuff goes down...

So did you want hear about

3A. One such time involved a Golden Calf.
3B. And the other time involved a bronze snake
(click on the one | say to click on)
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Listen to how this part of the story unfolds...

Ex32:1 When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming
down from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said,
“Come, make us gods[a] who will go before us. As for this fellow
Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has
happened to him.”

You know the key words here...
“so long!”

Moses was up Mount Sinai,

with God being given the laws for the Israelites.
The detailed instructions of what should happen and how it
should happen.

And if you’ve read Deuteronomy and Leviticus,

You'll realize that would have taken a little while.
So we find the Israelites complaining...

He’s taking so long!

| swear | had ADD when | was a kid,
And not Adults Don't discipline, because my mum and dad were
really good at it, they had lots of opportunities to practice.

But one day when | was six years old | was waiting for dinner to
come out and it was taking so long, that by the time Mum
appeared with the plates,

engraved on the table before me was the word Ralph
And mum went berserk...

And asked me why | did it.

And my answer was brilliant!

| said “I didn’t do it, a fox came in and did it!”

Use that... very effective!

Besides, it wasn’'t my fault...
Mum took so long....
So | know how the Israelites felt...

But just like | cannot blame Mum for my sin...
The Israelites cannot blame Moses...
They did though

and as a result they strayed...




They turned to Aaron for guidance and Aaron,
who should have known way better,
told them to bring all their pieces of gold in...

Ex 32: 4a He took what they handed him and made it into an idol
cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool.

Now there is some conjecture on why a calf...
The calf was actually a Canannite God,
Who was known as a god of fertility...
Implying that the Israelites were claiming the security of their
existence upon themselves.
They didn’t need Yahweh for their continuing survival.

There could also be parallels we could draw to Egyptian gods,
that we spoke about a few weeks ago...

But regardless of where we land the point is captured in what they
then say...

Ex 32: 4b Then they said, “These are your gods,[b] O Israel, who
brought you up out of Egypt.”

Do you see what happens...

They completely replace Yahweh!
NOW the golden calf god is the one who was responsible for their
freedom...
And the rest of the story is God opening up a can of... well you
know...

You should be feeling right now a sense of unbelievableness...
How could Israel so quickly forget Yahweh to the
point that they attribute their freedom to a false God.

So unbelievable that it’s all too familiar don’t you think...

And the problem is
we should be waiting at the foot of the mountain for
the next revelation of God,
Instead of growing bored and creating our own idols.
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The Israelites show us that boredom
with no focus
cause us to replace Yahweh'’s kingship in our lives.

They were eager for action...
They even asked Aaron if he could make a statue,
and then they used their own gold to do it...
It wasn’t a cost problem or a creative lapse...
It was the fact that they were bored.

You ready for this...
Don’t get bored waiting for God.
If you've been sitting around waiting for God to tell you what to
do before you do anything,
you’re headed for trouble.

Jesus call us to follow.
Come follow me he says.
And following is an action, it involves movement and direction
and focus...
Now maybe you’re waiting on God for the big picture direction,
that’s really cool,

but do something for God in the small picture.

Don’t get stagnant,

Which brings us to our final choice for the night...
Do you:

4A. Want the final challenge
4B. Want us to go home?
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| love this one because we see God finally snap...

Numbers 21:4-9

4 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red
Sea,[a] to go around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the
way; 5 they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? There is
no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!”

You can sense God...

Seriously again you’re whinging.

You still don’t trust me.

You’re really thinking being slave driven is better than this?

I've fed you, I've sheltered you, I've watered you, I've guided you,
I've loved you, and the best you have is ungreatfulness...

Then | can imagine god turning to the other members of the
trinity...
Snakes?
Send in the snakes?
If it's death you want, it is death you shall get...

Num 21:6 Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them;
they bit the people and many Israelites died.

They relinquished the fear of the Lord,
They had not trusted God,
and it was trust that made it safe to fear God!

They feared God because he could destroy them,
but they trusted that he wouldn'’t.

Here they loose all trust in God,

so much so that they don’t approach him with any

fear,
Just arrogance and entitlement
And so God throws something at them that they will fear,
but cannot trust,
In order that they will turn their trust to him again.
And it works...




Num 21:7 The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when
we spoke against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD
will take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the
people.

8 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a
pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses
made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone
was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived.

Does anyone recognize this photo?

This is where it originates from...

This is a medical bracelet and people with a number of different

medical conditions wear them,
Trusting that if something goes wrong,
and they are unable to communicate,
that someone will see their bracelet and go and get help and they
will be saved!

It comes from this display of grace that God offers the Israelites.
They didn’t deserve to live,
They actually wanted to die, to go back to Egypt,
They approached God with such distain and dismissal...
Yet God’s response was still of compassion, of love, of
kindness, of grace.
Which ultimately re-instated the Israelites trust in him.

That is what the cross is for us...

It is a display of God’s grace,
that is meant to renew our trust in God.
So that when we look at the cross,
we see that which we have been saved from...
The cross like the snake,
Divert our attention from being ok with our sin,
To that which Christ offered us in order to deal with our sin.
So that within us would be created an insatiable
desire for the things of God.

So we might realize that it is worth trusting in God with our life,
because of what we can be saved from!
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Which brings us to your final choice of the night....

4A. Want the final challenge
4B. Want us to go home?

4A. Want the final challenge

We’ve walked through 40 years of desert tonight.
And there is so much we haven’t covered,
Both that | prepared and more that | haven't.

The full notes should be on the blog right about.... NOW
in case you'’re feeling a bit ripped off that we didn’t touch on
something you were keen to.

We've looked at:

Mana and Quail —
Water From the Rock —

10 commandments —
Tabernacle —

Golden Calf —
Bronze Snake —

And all of these stories, and instances, and challenges from
Scripture,
all point to one eternal question...

What will you do and what are you doing with Jesus Christ?
Does he have you?
Does he have your obedience?
Does he have your trust?
Does he have your loyalty?
And you’ll know by the way you live out your life!
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In August 1957 four climbers—two Italians and two Germans—
were climbing the 6,000 foot near-vertical North Face in the Swiss
Alps. The two German climbers disappeared and were never
heard from again. The two Italian climbers, exhausted and dying,
were stuck on two narrow ledges a thousand feet below the
summit.

The Swiss Alpine Club forbade rescue attempts in this area (it was
just too dangerous), but a small group of Swiss climbers decided
to launch a private rescue effort to save the Italians.

So they carefully lowered a climber named Alfred Hellepart down
the 6,000 foot North Face. They suspended Hellepart on a cable a
fraction of an inch thick as they lowered him into the abyss.

Here's how Hellepart described the rescue in his own words:

As | was lowered down the summit ... my comrades on top
grew further and further distant, until they disappeared from
sight. At this moment | felt an indescribable aloneness. Then
for the first time | peered down the abyss of the North Face of
the Eiger. The terror of the sight robbed me of breath. ...The
brooding blackness of the Face, falling away in almost
endless expanse beneath me, made me look with awful
longing to the thin cable disappearing about me in the mist. |
was a tiny human being dangling in space between heaven
and hell. The sole relief from terror was ...my mission to save
the climber below.

That is the heart of the Gospel story.
That is the heart of the Exodus story...
We were trapped,
but in the person and presence of Jesus,
God lowered himself into the abyss of our sin and suffering.

In Jesus God became "a tiny human being dangling between
heaven and hell."
He did it to save the people trapped below—you and me.

Thus, the gospel,
whether in the pages of the Old or the New Testament
tell us the story of God's risky,
costly, sacrificial rescue effort on our behalf.




That demands our best,
our trust,
our hearts,
our obedience
and our lives...

A theme we see again and again in the desert in Israel,
And again and again through our engagement with the
Scriptures...

What will you do and what are you doing with Jesus Christ?
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